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I cannot believe how quickly this term has flown by! Our Year 12 students are now at the 
business end of the year that will set them up for a successful transition to life beyond 
school. The very nature of our global economy and social structure means that students 
who leave school with knowledge, understanding and skills, as well as the ability to apply 
all three of these, will have the key principles of lifelong learning to be able to deal 
effectively with the demands and challenges they will be faced with as young adults. If you 
have any concerns about your Year 12 student in these coming weeks please make 
contact with pathways leader Brock Herdman, Brock.Herdman495@schools.sa.edu.au as 
soon as possible.

Last week we received our NAPLAN results, and analysis of these results shows that 
students who are attending school regularly and gave their best effort in the test 
demonstrated improvement. Attendance remains a crucial issue for us. A student being 
away one day a week amounts to nearly a whole term of missed learning over a year, and 
this can have very serious implications for continuity in learning. We will be working with 
Governing Council to address next steps for improving support to families to improve 
attendance going forward.

Students in the Equal Learning Opportunities class were very excited to congratulate their 
teacher Christine McGowan, her husband Ben and daughter Charlotte on the arrival of 
baby Elijah. We hear everything has gone well and we wish the family all the best in the 
coming months.

Over the last couple of weeks we have noticed an increase in cars 
speeding in the near vicinity of the school. Kids sometimes do dumb 
things like not following road rules. Regardless, they are precious to us, 
and we don’t want to see anyone harmed, so please slow down and 
follow mandated speed limits! 

Enjoy the spring break.

mailto:dl.0785.info@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:Brock.Herdman495@schools.sa.edu.au
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As part of R U OK? day on Thursday 9 September, staff and 
students were involved in different activities throughout the 
day.

At recess, there was a staff morning tea of cupcakes and fruit 
held in the staff room.

During lunch there was a free Sausage Sizzle in the quadrangle 
for staff and students in exchange for a written pledge to ask a 
friend who you think might be struggling, “R U OK?” or to ask a 
friend for help if required. There was over 260 pledges made 
on the day!

To accompany the sausage sizzle there was musical 
performances from a number of MBHS students in the 
quadrangle. A massive thank you to Choo-Lee Long and Sean 
Hickey for their efforts in organising this.

A big thank you to Louis De Michele for organsing the day with 
help from many staff including SSOs for helping with the 
barbeque, grounds and facilities staff for setting and packing 
up and all teachers who came out to support the day.

Over 260 pledges
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SACE Stage 1 Aquatics Outdoor 
Education - Kayaking         by Aaron Pratt

On Wednesday 1st to Friday 3rd of September, the SACE 
Stage 1 Aquatics Outdoor Education class participated in 
their kayaking experience at the Murraylands Aquatic 
Centre. Over the three days students put their 
knowledge of outdoor living into practice including trip 
preparation, setting up and establishing camp, and 
cooking in the field. The students came to the camp with 
different skill levels in regard to kayaking but all 
developed and enjoyed their time on the water 
undertaking 2 skill sessions and a full day paddle. 
During their skill sessions students demonstrated 
different strokes and manoeuvres within their kayaks 
along with successfully completing controlled 
capsizings. On the second day, students were dropped 
off at Sunnyside and under extremely windy conditions, 
paddled 18 kms back to the Aquatic Centre in 6 hours, 
testing their skills, resilience and teamwork. Despite 
experiencing heat, wind and rain, all students enjoyed 
the experience, developing skills and building 
relationships in the process.

Year 8 and 9 Volleyball Excursion   by Jack Daly, Volleyball Program Coach

On Thursday 1st of September, some of the students that are part of the Extra-Curricular Volleyball Program in Years 8 and 
9 had the opportunity to attend Brighton Secondary School, Australia’s #1 Volleyball School. 

The excursion provided the students with an opportunity to train and verse some of the best volleyball players in Australia. 
The excursion was a great success, as the Brighton students and staff members were extremely impressed with the 
students' skill sets and attitudes. Overall, the day was a fantastic learning opportunity and experience for our students. 

We are hoping to return to Brighton next term and verse the remainder of the Year 8 Volleyball students.
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Year 10 Home Ec - Innovation  with Mrs Richards and Mrs Schiller

Over the past term we have been working towards students developing their individual skills and ideas to innovate a 
new food. Students have the opportunity to present a dish or recipe but include their own innovation to ‘make it better’. 
During the term, students have been trialling their products and gaining feedback from both staff and students on 
modifications they can make to improve them. Students have worked tirelessly to continue to improve their products 
and make it their own. Next term, students will have the opportunity to present their final product and showcase the 
innovations they have developed. We have included images of their prototypes and look forward to the final product. 
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Chinese Excursion to the University of Adelaide 
by Tori Barnett, Georgia Martin and Makayla Stimpson

On Tuesday 14th of September, Year 9, 10 and 11 Chinese classes went 
to the University of Adelaide Confucius Institute. We attended a 
cultural workshop there and learnt the traditional Chinese ink 
paintings on rice paper. The teachers from the Confucius Institute 
taught us the different types of Chinese paintings and the ways these 
paintings are done.

They also introduced us to the four treasures of Chinese painting, 
which are brush, ink, rice paper and ink stone. We learnt how to hold 
and use a paint brush called ‘máo bǐ’, this brush is also used for 
Chinese calligraphy. The brush is made from bamboo and the top is 
usually made from goats or rabbits’ hair. After a brief introduction 
about Chinese painting, we learnt how to paint pandas and bamboo 
on rice papers by using the paint brush and ink.

Once the workshop finished we went to Chinatown and got to 
experience Chinese culture and Chinese food. We were able to walk 
around and look at different Chinese stores and the sorts of things 
that they sell. This was a good experience and we learnt a lot about 
Chinese culture. Today, the Year 10 students have already started their 
recount writing about our excursion.

Traditional Chinese ink paintings 
on rice paper at the University of 

Adelaide Confucius Institute
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@ Work by Nick Pearce

As part of the @Work program available at MBHS, students get the opportunity to learn about the working world 
beyond the classroom. Students learn and develop their personal and social skills and discover their strengths as 
learners to ultimately discover their future career pathways. Students learn about different industries and careers and 
gain insight into the skills required to be successful in particular fields. 

As part of the program, students get the opportunity to undertake work experience in an industry of their choice and 
gain early access into potential pathways for their future career. In an exciting development, students in the @Work 
program have been given the opportunity to redevelop an area of the quadrangle in MBHS. 

An area that is currently occupied with an old timber fence-line and bark-chips, students are in charge of clearing it all 
out and creating a new leisure area for students to enjoy at recess and lunch. We are currently in the process of 
disassembling the fence-line, which has seen all the students fully engaged and working hard together, with the goal of 
having the area ready to lay the new turf down early in Term 4. Massive thanks to the groundsman in helping us along 
the way. We look forward to keeping you updated.

Robotics - Race against time  by Emily Drendel 

Exciting times ahead for the Murray Bridge Bunyips robotics 
club!  Last weekend, a brand new season kicked-off around 
the world, bringing with it thrilling challenges and hurdles to 
navigate. The team was looking forward to collaborating with 
other experienced local robotics teams and testing their skills 
on the field with the next game titled “Freight Frenzy”. 

The new challenge is based on a race against time to 
transport essential hard-to-move goods and explore the 
future of transporting relief to those in need. 

More details of last weekend’s event will be posted in coming 
Newsletters.

If you’re looking to join in on the fun and learn 
all new skills, there’s absolutely no experience 
required. If you’re interested in having a go just 
drop in to HG.0 and say hi or send an email to Ms 
Rabone at frabone@mbhs.sa.edu.au. 

Some FAQ
What do I do? 
The Bunyips club caters to any level of 
experience. You can learn to build, code, and 
drive the robot from knowing next to nothing or 
having prior experience in the field. Alternatively, 
you may prefer to develop media/outreach skills 
(finding sponsors, photographing the team, 
managing the social media, etc.)

When do you meet? 
The Bunyips meet after school on Tuesday and 
Thursday, 3.15-5.00pm in HG.0

Can robotics count towards SACE? 
Yes! You can be assessed for 10 SACE points for 
robotics
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Term 3 Agriculture Update  by Ally Braun

Year 9 Agriculture 
It's always a bonus to have some fruit to eat at the Roper Road 
Farm. Students have been busy preparing and planting out 
the hot house with strawberries this term. 

Students have propagated and planted out lavender plants to 
attract bees for pollination, irrigated, fertilised and mulched 
the hot house.  We look forward to eating lots of yummy 
strawberries later in the year. 

Year 10 Agriculture 
Year 10 students have been busy preparing the Heifers for the  
Royal Adelaide Show, Unfortunately we were unable to take 
them but they have been entered to compete at the Murray 
Bridge Show on Saturday 25th September. Practical lessons 
have been spent halter training, washing and getting the 
heifers and handlers ready for the Show ring. A big thank you 
to the Afford Family, Billabong Farms for continuing to support 
Roper Road Farm and supplying 5 heifers this year. The Heifer 
programme is popular amongst Ag students. 

Year 11 Agriculture
Year 11s have had multiple opportunities to carry out lamb and 
kid marking with lots of farm babies this term. Students have 
been ear tagging, castrating, tailing and vaccinating and have  
practiced their skills with the Merino and Suffolk lambs and 
Boer goat kids. 

In the future we will breed from the female doe kids and take 
the goat wethers to next year's Royal Adelaide show. Ewe 
lambs will be used for our breeding programme and lamb 
wether meat sold to staff. 

Royal Show
It's been a busy time at the farm preparing the Boer Goats for 
the Royal Show. Patience has been the key and students have 
done a wonderful job during practical lessons, leading, 
grooming and washing goats for the show. On Monday 13th 
September 8 girls attended Wayville showgrounds to 
participate in the modified Led Goat Wether Competition. 
Emma Lienert won 5th in the heavyweight class for her goat 
Escobar. The competition was tough but the girls did a 
wonderful job working with their goats, even when they didn't 
cooperate. 

On Tuesday 8th and Wednesday  9th of September 6 Year 10 
and 11 students attended the Merino Wether Competition at 
Wayville. It was a great opportunity to demonstrate skills they 
learnt at school and listen to judges talk about the qualities 
they are looking for in sheep carcass and wool.

Steve and Brett Koehler from Radnor Stud Farm generously 
donated lambs so that our students were able to spend time 
at the farm analysing weight gain, wool qualities, conducting 
regular health checks and leading and analysing data to pick 
their best 2 teams of 3 wethers for the Show. 

Boer Goat baby…. 
Tom, the resident baby boer goat bred at Roper Road 
Farm has spent the last 7 weeks in Mrs Braun’s 
Agricultural classroom. He has been bottle fed and 
developed some wonderful relationships with students. 
Tom walks to and from the farm with us and participates 
in practical and theory lessons, yard duty and has 
visited multiple classrooms around the school. He will 
return to the farm and stay as a farm pet as requested 
by students who cannot part with him. 
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Parking on Lohmann Street
The Council called last week flagging that 
some people are not parking according to the 
signs along Lohmann Street. 

If this continues, fines will be issued.

Please ensure you are carefully following the 
parking directions.

LOST PROPERTY
There is a lot of articles left in the Lost 
Property box including school jackets, 
t-shirts and other miscellaneous items.

If you have lost any of these items 
please go to the SSO to collect.


